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Alfred Buber grew up in Rhodesia and moved to the States as a young man, displaced by the troubles
and seeking a university education. He sees himself as no-one special, somewhat short, somewhat

clumsy, somewhat bald. But he’s intelligent and, despite his unpromising start, he’s doing rather well. In fact, he
may even be rich, though still a little lonely.
Alfred Buber never quite fit in, not as a Jewish child in Rhodesia, not as school-friend of the half-Asian misfit
Rosalind, not as law student helping an Asian girl  who can’t quite keep up, and not as the staid, conservative Mr.
Buber, pillar of company and community. Alfred’s father sent him to a foreign land; his mother moved back to
England; his “guardian” never really seemed to guard him very much; and Alfred’s not even sure what his dreams
are, except that they remain unfulfilled.
In an effort to appease the self that dreams his dreams, Alfred Buber goes to Bangkok where a sweet young
bargirl offers her "services," and he falls in love. Except Alfred Buber, pillar of the community, really can’t dream
of bringing such a person home. Except Alfred Buber, dreamer of great dreams, most certainly must.
Two worlds collide, as surely as they did back in Rhodesia when it changed to Zimbabwe, as surely as they did
when young Alfred first arrived in America. What’s real, what’s imagined, what’s public, what’s secret, all  jostle for
first place in Alfred’s thoughts. And a man who’s hidden his identity in an effort to fit in just might end up revealing
all in this very tightly written “memoir” of his life.
There’s sweet comedy, tragedy, fine observation of small-town life, absorbing descriptions of exotic locations,
poverty, love, hope and guilt in this book. But above all, there’s life, in the words and the characters and story,
and in the feelings left behind in the reader as the final page turns.
 
Disclosure: I was lucky enough to receive a bound galley of this book from The Permanent Press in exchange for
an honest review.

YouSheilaDeethYour ratings:

About the reviewer

Sheila Deeth (SheilaDeeth) 
Ranked #108

Sheila Deeth is the author of Refracted: the story of a
man lost in time who can't remember what he's looking
for, published by Gypsy Shadow Publishing. Her short
stories have appeared in Voicecatcher … more

The Poet

The Partnership: A Novel

Swope's Ridge (Lije Evans …

The Fire Within

rate more to improve this

Recent reviews by SheilaDeeth

Coming of age in the 60s
a review of Tremolo: Cry of the Loon

Cooks up an excellent recipe for life
a review of Life From Scratch

Well-balanced mystery and clairvoyance
a review of Chasing Amanda

see more reviews

The Double Life of Alfred Buber

Best price $39.89 or buy new $18.06

 
or add to your cart

About this book

The Double Life of Alfred Buber
A book by David Schmahmann

< read all  1 reviews

Search

0

Helpful

0

Thought-Provoking

0

Fun to Read

0

Well-Organized

What did you think of this review?

Post a Comment

Consider the Source
Use Trust Points to see how much you
can rely on this review.

Turn on Trust Points No, thanks

http://www.lunch.com/
http://www.lunch.com/
http://www.lunch.com/s/AboutLunch.html
http://www.lunch.com/Communities-1-1.html
http://www.lunch.com/tags-popular.html
http://www.lunch.com/EditDataPoint?datapointID=1742492
http://community.cafelibri.com/
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lunch.com%2Freviews%2Fbook%2FUserReview-The_Double_Life_of_Alfred_Buber-1742492-208466-Forbidden_love_secret_lies_and_a_search_for.html
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lunch.com%2Freviews%2Fbook%2FUserReview-The_Double_Life_of_Alfred_Buber-1742492-208466-Forbidden_love_secret_lies_and_a_search_for.html
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.lunch.com/Reviews/book/The_Poet-1630276.html
http://www.lunch.com/Reviews/book/The_Partnership_A_Novel-1630322.html
http://www.lunch.com/Reviews/book/Swope_s_Ridge_Lije_Evans_Mysteries_-1630355.html
http://www.lunch.com/Reviews/book/The_Fire_Within-1630394.html
http://www.lunch.com/Reviews/book/Tremolo_Cry_of_the_Loon-1742502.html
http://www.lunch.com/Reviews/book/Life_From_Scratch-1742501.html
http://www.lunch.com/Reviews/book/Chasing_Amanda-1742500.html
http://www.lunch.com/SheilaDeeth-Info.html
http://www.lunch.com/Reviews/book/The_Poet-1630276.html
http://www.lunch.com/Reviews/book/The_Partnership_A_Novel-1630322.html
http://www.lunch.com/Reviews/book/Swope_s_Ridge_Lije_Evans_Mysteries_-1630355.html
http://www.lunch.com/Reviews/book/Swope_s_Ridge_Lije_Evans_Mysteries_-1630355.html
http://www.lunch.com/Reviews/book/The_Fire_Within-1630394.html
javascript:void(0);
http://www.lunch.com/reviews/book/UserReview-Tremolo_Cry_of_the_Loon-1742502-208475-Coming_of_age_in_the_60s.html
http://www.lunch.com/Reviews/book/Tremolo_Cry_of_the_Loon-1742502.html
http://www.lunch.com/reviews/book/UserReview-Life_From_Scratch-1742501-208474-Cooks_up_an_excellent_recipe_for_life.html
http://www.lunch.com/Reviews/book/Life_From_Scratch-1742501.html
http://www.lunch.com/reviews/book/UserReview-Chasing_Amanda-1742500-208473-Well_balanced_mystery_and_clairvoyance.html
http://www.lunch.com/Reviews/book/Chasing_Amanda-1742500.html
http://www.lunch.com/SheilaDeeth-Reviews-1-1.html
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1579622186?ie=UTF8&tag=lunchcom-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1579622186
http://www.amazon.com/gp/offer-listing/1579622186/ref=dp_olp_new?ie=UTF8&condition=new
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1579622186?ie=UTF8&tag=lunchcom-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1579622186
javascript:void(0);
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Bv4AvX-XvTdy-G4-cqwH1gLGECoLS9_EByrGzjhLAjbcBsMU3EAEYASC2g4oTOABQ5tGQD2DJhv6LzKTUGaABnPG9_wOyAQ13d3cubHVuY2guY29tugEJNzI4eDkwX2FzyAEC2gGMAWh0dHA6Ly93d3cubHVuY2guY29tL3Jldmlld3MvYm9vay9Vc2VyUmV2aWV3LVRoZV9Eb3VibGVfTGlmZV9vZl9BbGZyZWRfQnViZXItMTc0MjQ5Mi0yMDg0NjYtRm9yYmlkZGVuX2xvdmVfc2VjcmV0X2xpZXNfYW5kX2Ffc2VhcmNoX2Zvci5odG1sgAIByAKqgrsBqAMByAMd6AMW6APhAvUDBAAAxA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtytqCrmfpIKFt-88k08kCOwog_FjA&client=ca-pub-2614281637995845&adurl=http://www.iuniverse.com/LP01F01C014.aspx%3FCat%3DPPC%26LS%3DSearchEngine%26SRC%3DGoogle%26KW%3DImageAdCampaign%26GKW%3DPublishingABookImage%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DImageAdCampaign%26utm_content%3DPublishingABookImage
http://www.lunch.com/lunchnetwork
http://www.lunch.com/Reviews/book/The_Double_Life_of_Alfred_Buber-1742492.html
http://www.lunch.com/Reviews/book/The_Double_Life_of_Alfred_Buber-1742492.html
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);

	lunch.com
	Forbidden love, secret lies and a search for identity - The Double Life of Alfred Buber book review


	9hbmRfYV9zZWFyY2hfZm9yLmh0bWwA: 
	button0: 

	9hbmRfYV9zZWFyY2hfZm9yLmh0bWwA: 
	form3: 
	searchTerm: 
	button0: 


	9hbmRfYV9zZWFyY2hfZm9yLmh0bWwA: 
	form1: 
	textarea1: 




